
Out Of The Woods Because Of You

Pilots To The Rescue (PTTR) is a non-profit, volunteer-
driven, 501c3 public benefit aviation organization. 

The mission of Pilots To The Rescue is to prevent at-risk 
animals from being euthanized by transporting them 
via air and ground transportation to give them the best 
chance at adoption. Volunteer pilots fly animals from 
critical situations to safety, ultimately saving lives.

EIN: 47-3415146

I would love to hear from you!

 Michael Schneider, Top Dog 
michael@pilotstotherescue.org 

+1 212-404-6936

Pilots To The Rescue
Pilots To The Rescue  
P.O. Box 220040 
Brooklyn, NY 11222-0040

Thank you for your support in making these missions possible!

Though she’s just seven months old, you can tell by Julie’s soft, sad eyes that she’s been through 
a lot. Shockingly, she was abandoned in the middle of the woods in South Carolina, locked in a 
crate, weakly panting, with no food or water! She wouldn’t have survived if she wasn’t discovered 
by a shelter volunteer who just happened to be at the right place at the right time.

Pilots To The Rescue volunteer pilots MacKenzie Brendlen and 
Michael Nuzback took to the skies to fly Julie to safety along with 
16 other dogs and 22 homeless cats.

As you can see in the photo on the right with Michael, Julie was 
very gentle and grateful for her first experience with real human 
compassion. After picking up the the furry paw-ssengers in South 
Carolina, our volunteer pilots headed back up north to our home 
airport in New Jersey, where our ground crew was waiting to 
transport the animals in our rescue vans (YOU helped purchase) 
to New York shelter partners committed to keeping them safe and healthy until they find their 
fur-ever homes. Now that Julie has been given some much-needed love and care, Julie 2.0 is as 
sweet and playful as ever, spreading joy wherever she goes!

Just look at her scruffy, smiling face! It’s hard to believe this is the same dog who was discovered 
in the middle of the woods on the verge of starvation (photo credit to A New Chance Animal 
Rescue).

PILOTS TO THE RESCUE NEWS

Pilots To The Rescue News

2025 Mission Stats

Happy Halloween! October is national “Adopt a Dog” month, when we celebrate the unconditional love that shelter 
dogs bring into our lives. We’ve felt this love firsthand at Pilots To The 
Rescue. But when we think of the furry and non-furry lives we changed 
forever this past month, it’s our community that deserves celebrating. 
Thanks to your support, we rescued 107 dogs and 77 cats from euthanasia 
in October. Loving homes across the country are spoiling their new furry 
family members at this very moment, and these pets were given a second 
chance because of YOU!

In this edition, meet Poopie Louie, Julie and Della. One was abandoned 
in the South Carolina wilderness. One will give you a good chuckle, and 
another watched her pups find their fur-ever homes, but never lost hope 
that her own freedom flight would arrive one day. 



Rescue animals have the tendency of coming into our lives when we least expect it. Just ask Amy Pitera, who works at 
Signature Aviation at Manchester-Boston Regional Airport (MHT).  

Amy was on the tarmac ready to welcome our rescue plane when we landed at MHT back in June. As we unloaded our 
furry cargo, Amy instantly fell in love with Louie, a tiny puppy who had been rescued from an overcrowded shelter in 
Tennessee. Amy and her husband had lost their beloved dog, Stasiu, just two years ago, and were finally ready to open 
their hearts again to another fur baby. We’ll give you one guess how he got his nickname. Completely undeterred, Amy 
and her husband decided to adopt Poopie Louie that same day!

Fast forward: we received an update from Amy that we wanted to share with you:

Louie is always on the hunt for the perfect stick and once he finds it, he thoroughly enjoys digging the largest hole 
imaginable to bury it for later. He has been a total joy over these four months and we can’t ever thank you enough 
for bringing him to our little FBO in New Hampshire. He is living his best puppy life! Because of YOUR generosity, a 
beautiful puppy who would have languished in a shelter...or worse...now gets to play frisbee, chase squirrels, and hog a 
king size bed!

It’s moments like these when we really count on our donor community, and time and time again, we are blown away

Special thank you to Tito’s Vodka for Dog People
for co-sponsoring Louie’s rescue mission!

In honor of national Adopt a Dog month, we hope Louie’s story serves as an 
inspiration for anyone considering becoming a pet parent. So many Louie’s are still 
waiting with wagging tails and hopeful hearts for someone like you to love them. 
When you adopt, you don’t just save a life, you gain a best friend who fills your 
days with love, laughter, and muddy paw prints. 

Your Louie is out there...waiting to rescue YOU.

Adoption Pupdate: Poopie Louie!

Being dropped off at an animal shelter is heartbreaking, but you know what’s worse? 

Being dropped off at a shelter when you’re pregnant with eight puppies. That’s what happened to Della, a gorgeous 
three-year-old hound mix. 

Della gave birth to her litter of puppies at a shelter in South Carolina. Since the shelter was short of space, the pups 
were taken to Freedom First Rescue in Pennsylvania, 
leaving Della behind and alone. 

Over the next few weeks, Della’s puppies were 
adopted one by one while she faced euthanasia at an 
overcrowded shelter. Throughout it all, she held out 
hope for a freedom flight of her own. 

Thanks to you and our generous community of 
supporters, her dream came true!

On October 24th, Pilots To The Rescue volunteer pilots Stephen Nur and Ryan Ortiz 
rescued Della along with 23 other dogs in partnership with Hartz Loving Paws. Just like 
her puppies, Della was lifted to Freedom First Rescue, which matched her with a kind 
foster family until she finds a permanent home. According to her foster family, Della is 
literally the best pet anyone could ever ask for.

Cuddle queen? Check. Kid-Friendly? Check. Dog-Friendly? Check! They don’t know 
her breed, but Della’s personality has officially been confirmed as “100% Love.” Once left 
behind, Della now knows what it feels like to lay on a soft bed, to be held, to belong. 

But so many others like her are still waiting for their rescue flight...their own 
family to love them beyond measure. Please help us rescue more dogs like Julie, 
Louie and Della. When you support Pilots To The Rescue, you become the 
reason tails wag again. You can be the reason someone finds their soulmate.

Please consider donating today so we can fly more of these sweet souls out of 
overcrowded shelters and into loving arms, where they belong.

YOUR GIFT SAVES LIVES
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Keep PTTR rated as a five-star non-profit! 
Take a few minutes and visit Great Nonprofits 
to share why you support our mission.

Mama’s Turn



TM

How did you hear about us?

_________________________________

PILOTS TO THE RESCUE is exempt under Section 501(c) (3) of the IRS (EIN: #47-3415146). Your donation
is tax deductible. 

MAIL TO:
PILOTS TO THE RESCUE
P.O. Box 220040 
Brooklyn, NY 11222-0040

❍ Add a little extra to help with fees (6% of your 
donation to help cover the service, transaction, 
and credit card fees).

MAIL-IN DONATION FORM
Online: www.pilotstotherescue.org/ways-to-donate/ 
Pilots To The Rescue is a registered 501c3 non-profit organization. 
All donations are tax-deductible (EIN #47-3415146).

❍My check made payable to Pilots to the Rescue is enclosed

❍ CREDIT CARD #: ________________________________________   DONATION AMOUNT: $____________ 

SECURITY CODE: ____________   EXPIRATION DATE: ____________

❍ I would like to become a recurring monthly donor. Please charge my credit card $________ for 12 months.

❍ Donate With Bank Details:

Routing #:  ________________________________      Account #: ________________________________

Your gift could be worth more with a matching gift from your employer (even if you are retired)!
Please list your employer  (or former employer)  here and we will be happy to check:  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
(or check yourself by going to: https://www.pilotstotherescue.org/matching-gifts/) 

This donation is:        ❍ In Honor         ❍ In Memory
of: ______________________________________________________

Please send acknowledgement to honoree or family
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________________     State: ____________  Zip: ______________________
Sentiments/Message: ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

I HEREBY AUTHORIZE PILOTS TO THE RESCUE TO CHARGE THE ABOVE REFERENCED ACCOUNT:

SIGNATURE:_____________________________________________________ DATE:_________________

PLEASE PRINT

Name as it appears on card: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Billing Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________   State: __________   Zip: __________________________ 

Telephone: ( ____ ) _____________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________ Check here to opt out of future mailings

https://www.pilotstotherescue.org/ways-to-donate/


If you would prefer to receive this printed newsletter via email, 
please sign up at:  tinyurl.com/pilotstotherescue

Or follow the QR Code below:

If you wish to be removed from the mailed list, please email:
remove@pilotstotherescue.org with your name and address 
as it appears in this mailer 

Or call 1 212-404-6936 (please reference mailed newsletter).

We sincerely appreciate your support.
Pilots To The Rescue

TM

eNewsletter Preferences



Newsletter Enclosed

Pilots To The Rescue
P.O. Box 220040 
Brooklyn, NY 11222-0040
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