
Abandoned, Injured, Yet Full of Joy : Darla’s Flight to Freedom

Pilots To The Rescue (PTTR) is a non-profit, volunteer-
driven, 501c3 public benefit aviation organization. 

The mission of Pilots To The Rescue is to prevent at-risk 
animals from being euthanized by transporting them 
via air and ground transportation to give them the best 
chance at adoption. Volunteer pilots fly animals from 
critical situations to safety, ultimately saving lives.

EIN: 47-3415146I would love to hear from you!

 Michael Schneider, Top Dog 
michael@pilotstotherescue.org 

+1 212-404-6936

Pilots To The Rescue 
P.O. Box 220040  
Brooklyn, NY 11222-0040

Thank you for your support in making these missions possible!

Darla is one of the sweetest, most loving dogs you’ve ever met. 

You’d never think she was treated with such cruelty by her former owner. 
Darla and her 7 puppies were dumped at a vacant campground in Tennessee, 
with no food or water. 

One pup had already died when they were found. 

At the shelter, staff discovered a deep 
neck wound that worsened by the day. 
An X-ray revealed the shocking culprit: 
a .45 caliber hollow-point bullet.

Can you just imagine the cruel life she 
escaped?
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2025 Mission Stats

Summer means more rescues - and more second chances. With our rescue plane cleared from maintenance, Pilots 
To The Rescue saved more than 300 dogs and cats from euthanasia just this month!

Who made it possible? You did. Requests for our services 
tend to skyrocket during the summer, and your support is 
the number one reason we can keep saying “yes” to every 
call for help. 

In this month’s newsletter, we’d like to introduce you to two 
very special dogs: Darla and Tofu. Both faced unthinkable 
pain - from an abusive household to a rare, life-threatening 
disease - but never lost hope. 

Read on to see how your compassion changed their lives 
fur-ever!
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Meet Tofu, a tiny pup facing a big challenge. When he was found, staff 
members noticed that Tofu was not only much smaller than his siblings, but 
extremely weak and emaciated. A veterinary examination revealed that Tofu 
has “Mega-E” (Megaesophagus), a rare condition in which the esophagus is 
enlarged and unable to move food and liquid to the stomach. 

In other words, he was slowly starving because he was unable to swallow! 
That’s why Tofu weighed just 2.5 lbs while his siblings were three times 
his size. Since Tofu was unable to eat, his survival was uncertain. But in a 

marvelous act of compassion, medical sponsor group Mardi Paws was able to raise nearly $10,000 towards his life-saving 
medical treatments. 

The procedure was a success, removing the obstruction that prevented Tofu from eating and drinking. However, the 
volunteer-driven shelter that had been caring for Tofu - still less than 10 weeks old - had never encountered this medical 
condition before, and didn’t have the resources to keep him on his long road to 
recovery. 

That’s when Pilots To The Rescue and our incredible partners at BISSELL Pet Foundation 
stepped in. On June 26th, we flew Tofu along with 25 other dogs and 3 cats to Syracuse, 
New York. That’s more than 1,500 miles in the air, and every minute of flight was 
directly fueled by your support.As you can see, Tofu was having the flight of his life! He 
spent the whole flight playing, posing for photos, and soaking up the love from Pilots 
To The Rescue Top Dog Michael Schneider, Co-pawlet Ryan Ortiz, and Director of 
Development Jennifer Xu. 

Due to his fragile state, Jennifer fed this little 
guy in her lap by hand. 

Tofu is now safe in the care of Friends Forever Animal Rescue, and no longer fighting 
to survive. Veterinarians are optimistic that with regular medication and daily doses 
of love, he can live the life he always deserved. Stories like Tofu’s show the true power 
of collective compassion. 

Were you moved by Tofu’s journey? If so, please consider donating so we can continue 
saving more dogs like him, dogs who are clinging to life and hope. 

To keep soaring, we need you on board. Give today and help us save more Tofu’s!

Brave Tofu Fights his Way to a New Life

Keep PTTR rated as a five-star non-profit! 
Take a few minutes and visit Great Nonprofits 
to share why you support our mission.

YOUR GIFT SAVES LIVES
Make a one-time or recurring

 donation today!

Abandoned, Injured, Yet Full of Joy : Darla’s Flight to Freedom
Darla was rushed into emergency surgery. When she woke up from the 
procedure, Darla felt so much better that staff members said she was literally 
dancing around in celebration, wagging her tail and giving kisses - her way of 
saying, “thank you.”

On June 19th, Pilots To The Rescue flew Darla along with 20 other dogs and 5 
cats from Tennessee to New Hampshire in this life-saving joint mission with 
BISSELL Pet Foundation and Tito’s Handmade Vodka. 

Because of your support, a dog who was left for dead is about to start a new 
life with a loving family. It’s what she deserves, considering everything she 
went through. Amazingly, all of Darla’s puppies have already been adopted, so 
now it’s her turn to live a life free from pain, filled with endless summer days 
surrounded by love. 

A Record-Breaking June for Pilots To The Rescue

Darla survived the unthinkable, but the final chapter in her story was written by you. If it wasn’t for your support, 
we wouldn’t have been able to fly her safety and complete a record eight consecutive rescues to give over 300 
animals a second chance! 

In the month of June, we rescued an unbelievable 190 dogs and 124 cats from overcrowded shelters across six states, 
including Maryland, South Carolina, Mississippi and Louisiana. Like Darla, every one of these animals had a story 
of heartbreak and hope. 

There’s Nemo and Dory, two Chihuahuas who had been rescued from a horrific hoarding situation. Someone had 
more than 30 Chihuahuas living in a single home! 

Then there’s Sadie, a 60-pound lovebug who had been waiting at a shelter for 
more than 2 years before Pilots To The Rescue swooped her up. 

Once she arrived at Freedom First Rescue in Eastern Pennsylvania, it took less 
than two weeks for her to find a new family! And it was worth the wait: Sadie 
even has a doggy brother to play with. Here she is with her new mom!
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How did you hear about us?

_________________________________

PILOTS TO THE RESCUE is exempt under Section 501(c) (3) of the IRS (EIN: #47-3415146). Your donation
is tax deductible. 

MAIL TO:
PILOTS TO THE RESCUE
P.O. Box 220040 
Brooklyn, NY 11222-0040

❍ Add a little extra to help with fees (6% of your 
donation to help cover the service, transaction, 
and credit card fees).

MAIL-IN DONATION FORM
Online: www.pilotstotherescue.org/ways-to-donate/ 
Pilots To The Rescue is a registered 501c3 non-profit organization. 
All donations are tax-deductible (EIN #47-3415146).

❍My check made payable to Pilots to the Rescue is enclosed

❍ CREDIT CARD #: ________________________________________   DONATION AMOUNT: $____________ 

SECURITY CODE: ____________   EXPIRATION DATE: ____________

❍ I would like to become a recurring monthly donor. Please charge my credit card $________ for 12 months.

❍ Donate With Bank Details:

Routing #:  ________________________________      Account #: ________________________________

Your gift could be worth more with a matching gift from your employer (even if you are retired)!
Please list your employer  (or former employer)  here and we will be happy to check:  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
(or check yourself by going to: https://www.pilotstotherescue.org/matching-gifts/) 

This donation is:        ❍ In Honor         ❍ In Memory
of: ______________________________________________________

Please send acknowledgement to honoree or family
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________________     State: ____________  Zip: ______________________
Sentiments/Message: ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

I HEREBY AUTHORIZE PILOTS TO THE RESCUE TO CHARGE THE ABOVE REFERENCED ACCOUNT:

SIGNATURE:_____________________________________________________ DATE:_________________

PLEASE PRINT

Name as it appears on card: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Billing Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________   State: __________   Zip: __________________________ 

Telephone: ( ____ ) _____________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________ Check here to opt out of future mailings

https://www.pilotstotherescue.org/ways-to-donate/


If you would prefer to receive this printed newsletter via email, 
please sign up at:  tinyurl.com/pilotstotherescue

Or follow the QR Code below:

If you wish to be removed from the mailed list, please email:
remove@pilotstotherescue.org with your name and address 
as it appears in this mailer 

Or call 1 212-404-6936 (please reference mailed newsletter).

We sincerely appreciate your support.
Pilots To The Rescue
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Pilots To The Rescue
P.O. Box 220040 
Brooklyn, NY 11222-0040
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