
Pilots To The Rescue Saves Our 5,000th Pet!

Pilots To The Rescue (PTTR) is a non-profit, volunteer-
driven, 501c3 public benefit aviation organization. 

The mission of Pilots To The Rescue is to prevent at-risk 
animals from being euthanized by transporting them 
via air and ground transportation to give them the best 
chance at adoption. Volunteer pilots fly animals from 
critical situations to safety, ultimately saving lives.

EIN: 47-3415146I would love to hear from you!

 Michael Schneider, Top Dog 
michael@pilotstotherescue.org 

+1 212-404-6936

Pilots To The Rescue 
P.O. Box 220040  
Brooklyn, NY 11222-0040

Thank you for your support in making these missions possible!

Since our very first mission in 2015, 
Pilots To The Rescue has now 
officially saved more than 5,000 
animals! 

This milestone isn’t just ours - it 
belongs to all of you - every 
supporter, volunteer, and friend 
who believed that together, we 
could make a difference. 

You have helped grow our organization beyond our wildest dreams. As we look ahead to the next decade of 
impact, our sights are set even higher. With your continued support, we’re determined to rescue even more 
animals and take an even bigger bite out of animal cruelty in 2026 and beyond. 

When you stand with Pilots To The Rescue, you’re not just fueling airplanes - you’re fueling hope, healing, and 
forever homes. We can’t wait to see what we’ll achieve together in the next 10 years. 
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2025 Mission Stats

August is always a challenging month for Pilots To The Rescue. After welcoming hundreds of new intakes in July, 
our shelter partners are counting on us - now more than ever - so they don’t have to euthanize perfectly healthy 
animals just to make more space. 

Thanks to your INCREDIBLE support, 74 dogs and 97 cats 
are no longer fearing for their furry lives. 

Many of these animals were scheduled to be euthanized in 
the middle of August before Pilots To The Rescue swooped 
in. Today, they are happy and safe because of YOU!

In this month’s newsletter, we’d like to introduce you to 
Oakley, a brave dog who found her fur-ever home with the 
help of our dedicated community. Scroll down further for 
some highlights from Pilots To The Rescue’s first team-wide 
retreat!

Every donation, every word of encouragement, and every introduction to like-minded animal lovers has helped us 
turn hope into second chances. 
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In honor of Pilots To The Rescue’s 10th anniversary, we hosted our first ever team-wide retreat in August. 

Volunteer pilots, board members, team members, and their families came together in upstate New York to 
celebrate a decade of life-saving missions together. 

Though we are technically based in Brooklyn, New York, many of our team members work remotely in 
different locations throughout the East Coast. So, this retreat was 
even more special because it was the first time some of our team 
members had met in person. 

Joined by our spouses, kids and yes, a few of our own furry kids as 
well, we hiked through the stunning Catskill mountains, enjoyed 
delicious local foodie spots, and held a glorious birthday celebration 
for our founder and Top Dog, Michael Schneider!

Here he is with some of our amazing volunteer pilots (from left to 
right): Paul, Vikingur, Michael and Stephen. 

Pilots To The Rescue’s journey of impact over the years is a testament to Michael’s passion for animal rescue, 
and his iron-clad belief that we as a community can make a real difference in the animal overpopulation crisis. 

That includes you, reading this newsletter right now. Every time 
you share our cause with your friends and loved ones, you fuel our 
growth and help us rescue more precious animals from euthanasia. 

It’s been one heck of a decade, but we’re just getting started. We can’t 
wait to see what the power of our community can fuel over the next 
10 years.

Oh, and by the way: Oakley is not the only paw-ssenger from 
August to have found their fur-ever home. Pictured here is Maple, 
originally from South Carolina, with his new family in New Jersey! 

Thank you to our longtime partners at Mt. Pleasant Animal Shelter for capturing this magical moment.

Here’s to thousands more to come!

The First Pilots To The Rescue Team RetreatOakley’s Cross-Country Flight to a New Family

You’ve never met a more curious paw-ssenger than little Oakley, weighing 
just under 10 pounds and already an expert cuddler. 

On August 14th, volunteer pilots Mackenzie and Paul took to the skies 
rescue Oakley along with 10 other dogs and 14 cats from multiple 
overcrowded shelters in Georgia. Though he had never been on a plane 
before (and had possibly never seen one in his life), Oakley clearly knew he 
was going to a better place, and was practically dragging us back onto the 
aircraft!

This life-saving mission took 
flight thanks to Pilots To The 
Rescue working hand in hand 
with Seuk’s Army. Together, 
we ensured Oakley’s safe 
passage to a brighter future. 
Accompanying MacKenzie and 
Paul in the cockpit was Brooke 
Hughes, founder of Foster Tales 
Puppy Therapy. 

During the flight, Oakley’s joy 
was impossible to miss. Snuggled into Brooke’s arms, he soaked up every 
ounce of love, reminding us just how much comfort and healing rescue 
animals bring when given the chance. 

With the help of All 4 The Dogs Rescue, we found a new family for Oakley 
right away. Two volunteers from Seuk’s Army even took it upon themselves 
to personally deliver Oakley to his fur-ever home. 

Without further adu, here’s Oakley with his new mom, dad, 
brother, and sister!

Keep PTTR rated as a five-star non-profit! 
Take a few minutes and visit Great Nonprofits 
to share why you support our mission.
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How did you hear about us?

_________________________________

PILOTS TO THE RESCUE is exempt under Section 501(c) (3) of the IRS (EIN: #47-3415146). Your donation
is tax deductible. 

MAIL TO:
PILOTS TO THE RESCUE
P.O. Box 220040 
Brooklyn, NY 11222-0040

❍ Add a little extra to help with fees (6% of your 
donation to help cover the service, transaction, 
and credit card fees).

MAIL-IN DONATION FORM
Online: www.pilotstotherescue.org/ways-to-donate/ 
Pilots To The Rescue is a registered 501c3 non-profit organization. 
All donations are tax-deductible (EIN #47-3415146).

❍My check made payable to Pilots to the Rescue is enclosed

❍ CREDIT CARD #: ________________________________________   DONATION AMOUNT: $____________ 

SECURITY CODE: ____________   EXPIRATION DATE: ____________

❍ I would like to become a recurring monthly donor. Please charge my credit card $________ for 12 months.

❍ Donate With Bank Details:

Routing #:  ________________________________      Account #: ________________________________

Your gift could be worth more with a matching gift from your employer (even if you are retired)!
Please list your employer  (or former employer)  here and we will be happy to check:  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
(or check yourself by going to: https://www.pilotstotherescue.org/matching-gifts/) 

This donation is:        ❍ In Honor         ❍ In Memory
of: ______________________________________________________

Please send acknowledgement to honoree or family
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________________     State: ____________  Zip: ______________________
Sentiments/Message: ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

I HEREBY AUTHORIZE PILOTS TO THE RESCUE TO CHARGE THE ABOVE REFERENCED ACCOUNT:

SIGNATURE:_____________________________________________________ DATE:_________________

PLEASE PRINT

Name as it appears on card: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Billing Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________   State: __________   Zip: __________________________ 

Telephone: ( ____ ) _____________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________ Check here to opt out of future mailings

https://www.pilotstotherescue.org/ways-to-donate/


If you would prefer to receive this printed newsletter via email, 
please sign up at:  tinyurl.com/pilotstotherescue

Or follow the QR Code below:

If you wish to be removed from the mailed list, please email:
remove@pilotstotherescue.org with your name and address 
as it appears in this mailer 

Or call 1 212-404-6936 (please reference mailed newsletter).

We sincerely appreciate your support.
Pilots To The Rescue

TM

eNewsletter Preferences
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Pilots To The Rescue
P.O. Box 220040 
Brooklyn, NY 11222-0040
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